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 Enrichment News  05/2022 

 Information 
 ●  This will be our last newsletter until the next school year begins, thank you for the 

 past school year with your child! 
 ●  Universal testing in second grade is occurring this month; we are excited to offer 

 this to ALL students in Floyd!  Our second grade teachers all worked really hard and 
 went through a specialized training to make sure we had everything we needed for 
 each of our students! 

 ●  CONGRATULATIONS to our very own kiddos who made it into some very 
 competitive camps this summer!  Jabe LeRoy, from Willis Elementary and Vivie 
 Sherwood, from Check Elementary were both accepted into Virginia Tech’s SEE VT 
 summer camp this year.  Lucas Cox, one of our Juniors at the high school, was 
 accepted into the Appalachian Entrepreneurship Academy at Appalachian State 
 University this summer.  We are always proud to share good news, make sure to 
 share it with us! 

 ●  Our last week of enrichment pull-out instruction will be May 9th. 

 Field Trip 
 As we studied folklore and the lessons in the ARTI curriculum, the students were 

 inspired to do a project about their community.  I have found a Constructivist approach 
 works best in gifted groups, so I tried to set loose 
 parameters and keep things very student-led. 
 Students in elementary schools started by creating a 
 list of places to research and learn more about in Floyd 
 and surrounding areas.  I made a list of trusted sites to 
 help them look up information and they input their 
 research on a Google form.  Students began to learn a 
 little more about their community, and while we 
 couldn’t get everywhere we researched, we could at 

 least visit downtown after we completed the research phase. 

 We descended upon the town over four days and the community was so kind and 
 welcoming.  The students truly experienced “place,” and “community,” and they were 



 thrilled.  Our local heroes were so kind to open their doors and welcome us inside with all 
 of our children!  Thank you to EVERYONE in the Floyd downtown community from the 
 folks at The Floyd Country Store, The Soda Fountain, Sacred Star and Stone, Earth Dance 
 Jewelry and Gem, Blue Ridge Diner, El Charro, Skyline National Bank, and especially…… 

 ➔  Cocoa Mia, everyone’s new favorite place!  We tasted truffles and free hot 
 chocolate. Mr. Rudd even opened on the day his store is normally closed, just 
 so we could bring in students.  He spoke to them 
 about where the chocolate came from and 
 answered A LOT of questions….this was a special 
 stop that all of the kids enjoyed!! 

 ➔  We went to the Floyd County Courthouse in the 
 records room where students looked over wills 
 and deeds with “real cursive writing.” Students 
 also sat in the courtroom where the jury sits and 
 they were allowed to ask the Clerk, Hon. Rhonda 
 T. Vaughn and Deputy Clerk, Joan Slusher, 
 questions about EVERYTHING. 

 ➔  We went to the local 911 center with Sheriff Brian 
 Craig, and he showed us how calls come in, and 
 what to do if you accidentally dial 911. 

 ➔  The Branch Manager of the Jessie Peterman 
 Memorial Library,  Joann Verostko, showed a 
 group that had been researching the local 
 library old scrapbooks of it as it was being built. 
 Kids also enjoyed looking up old Floyd 
 yearbook photos of their parents. 

 Each day was different, but I think the kids 
 enjoyed immersing themselves in the 
 community.  After the trip, students are 
 reflecting in different ways:  we have some 
 students putting pictures and Flipgrids 
 together in an interactive map, others  began 
 oral history projects that will continue, and a 
 small group of writers were inspired to begin 

 books in bookcreator.com.  It’s been so much fun, and there has been so much growth! 
 We focused on critical thinking, digital literacy, research, writing, and communication 
 skills while building self confidence in ideas, abilities, and communicating with 



 professionals.  We will feature all of the projects on our website, right where the parent 
 site is located.  There is a tab for student enrichment projects.  It may take the summer to 
 compile it all, but I will send notice when it’s up and ready. 

 Share what YOU do 
 Parents, we need your expertise!  I have talked to many of you on 
 the phone, via email, in meetings…and I have been so interested in 
 things you do as careers, hobbies, and in the community!  I’d love 
 to see if some of you would be interested in visiting and speaking 
 to our kids next year during enrichment and after school.  Part of 
 the “Enrichment Triad Model for Gifted and Talented” students, 
 type 1 includes exposure to “a wide variety of disciplines, topics, 
 occupations, hobbies, persons, places, and events that would not ordinarily be covered in 
 the regular curriculum.”  These children love to learn in enrichment, and I’d like to expose 
 them to as much as we can while we have them!  Please let me know if you’d be 
 interested, what you’d like to present, grade levels you are willing to present to (3rd-12th), 
 where, and your availability for next school year.  snyderj@floyd.k12.va.us 

 Enrichment Opportunities 
 ●  There are  five pages of Enrichment opportunities  for  students posted to our 

 website, the link is included beside each opportunity along with a brief description. 
 To get to the gifted parent page, click here:  Floyd  Gifted Parent Page 

 ●  READ READ READ!!! 
 ●  While you are on the parent page, scroll down and check out the Mensa Reading 

 Challenge.  Summer is a great time to gain some ground on it! 
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